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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current  scientific  knowledge, 
policies,  or  practices. 


SEPTEMBER  1949 

A  cotton  crop  of  1^,9^3,000  bales  is  forecast  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     The  indicated  19^9  crop  for  the  United  StateS; 
"based  on  information  as  of  September  1,  is  138,000  bales or  0.9  percent,  more  than 
the  August  1  forecast  and  75,000  bales  more  than  last  year's  production.    An  in- 
•crease  in  prospective  production  of  550,000  bales  in  Texas  and  30,000  bales  in 
Georgia  more  than  offset  declines  in  the ■ Carolinas  and  Central  Belt  States.  Produc- 
tion in  1948  v/as  14,868,000  bales  and  the  10-year  average  11,306,000  bales. 

Abandonment  of  eotton  in  cultivation  on  July  1,  now  indicated  at  1.8  percent, 
is  slightly  belov/  average.     Such  an  abandonment,  would  leave  25,907,000  acres  for 
harvest  compared  with  22,768,000  acres  in  1948  and  the  10-year  average  of  21,396,000 
■-  acres.     Prospective  abandonment"  is  unusually  small  this  year  in  Texas  but  it  is 
considerably  above  average  in  the  Central  Belt,   -Lint  yield  per  acre,  computed  at 
276.9  pounds,  is  36,2  pounds  belov/  last  year's  record  yield  but  22.9  pounds  above 
the  10-year  average. 

As  compared  with  a  month  ago,  indicated  production  is  up  30,000  bales  in 
Georgia  and  350,000  bales  in  Texas.     Decreases  in  prospective  production  by  States 
compared  with  a  month  ago  are  as  follov/s:    "Virginia,  2,000  bales;  North  Carolina, 
30,000  bales;  South  Carolina,  125,000  bales;  Tennessee,  25,000;  Alabama,  60,000; 
Mississippi,  150,000;  and  Arkansas,  50,000  bales.     In  all  other  States  prospects 
remain  the  same  as  forecast  on  August  1, 

In  the  Carolinas,  bomid-shov/ery  v/eather  continued  during  most  of  August,  in- 
creasing boll  v/eevil  damage  and  causing  considerable  rotting  of  bolls  particularly 
in  Coastal  Plain  counties.     Deterioration  diiring  August  v;as  especially  heavy  in 
South  Carolina.     In  Georgia,  hot-dry  v/eather  in  late  July  and  v:ell  into  August  v;as 
favarable  for  maturing  early  cotton  and  applying  boll  weevil  poison.     Vfith  frcauent 
showers  and-  generally  cloudy  weather  prevailing  "in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Arkan- 
•  sas  during  August,  v/eevil  damage  v/as  stepped  up  and  cotton  prospects  declined  during 
the.  month.     Throughout  the  central  and  eastern  part  of  the  Belt,  there  are  fields 
whieh  are  late  because  of  unfavorable  conditions  at  planting  time.     In  these  fields, 
weevil  damage  is  especially  heavy. 

In  Texas,  rainfall  v/as  normal  over  the  late- maturing  v/cst  and  northv/est  areas 
v/ith  v/a'rm  \/eather  prevailing.     Cotton  in  those  areas  developed  rapidly  and  heavy 
fruiting  continued.    Below-normal  rainfall  over  the  eastern  half  of  the  State  hastern 
ed  n^turity  of  bolls  and  tended  to  hold  insect  i;.if  cstation  in  check.     Progress  of 
the  crop  continued  go^erally  satisfactory  in  the  three  far-v/estern  cotton  States, 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  repor'ts  1,247,443  bales  ginned  from  the  crop  of  19^9 
prior  to  Septcm.bcr  1,  compared  with  1,444,355  bales  for  1948  and  686,109  bales  for 

1947. '  ;    '  . 

Uo  estimate  of  cottonseed  production  v/ill  be  made  xrntil  "final  ginnings  for 
the  season  arc  released.     Hov/ever,  if  the  ratio  of  lint  to  cottonseed  is  the  same 
as  the  average  for  the  past  five  years,  production  wou.ld  be  6,027,000  tons,  com"^ 
pared  with  5,941,000  tons  in  1948  and  the  10-year  average  of  4,^631,000  tons. 
J  -  CROP  REPORTING  BOARD. 
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The  Crop  Reporting  Board  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econonics  makes  the 
following  report  frcm  data  fiu-nished  by  crop  correspondents,  field  statisticians, 
and  cooperating  State  agencies.     The  final  outturn  of  cotton  compared  with  this 
forecast  will  depend  upon  whether  the  various  influences  affecting  the  crop  during 
the  remainder  of  the  season  are  more  or  less  favorable  than  usual* 
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N.  Carolina© 
S«Carolinae»» 
Georgia©..  • .. 
Florida,..,. , 

Tennessee.©. . 
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Mississippie« 
Arkansas.. ... 
' Louisiana©.*. 

Oklahcma.  . .  •  « 
Texas©.... • .© 
New  Mexico©©© 
Arizona© ». «•  • 
California, *. 
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Am er, Egypt ©4/ 


l/  Frelaminaryo 

2/  Allowances  made  for  interstate  movement  of  seed  cotton  for  ginning© 

"S/  Illinois,  Kansas,  and  Kentucky  for  all  years  and  Nevada  for  1948  and  1949© 

4/  Included  in  State  and  United  States  totals.     Grown  principally  in  Arizona,  Now 

Mexico,  and  T  exa  s  8 
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